


























Appendix 1: COVID-19 sampling at TfL – Phase 2

Phase 2 workstream 1 – simulated journey
• The same journey from workstream 1 is sampled monthly

• The hour-long sample on the concourse has been removed

– Other sampling experience indicates the concourse is an extremely unlikely 
place to detect coronavirus – the focus going forward is on sampling the air 
around where a real customer may be

– A customer is not likely to stand motionless on the concourse for an hour

Phase 2 workstream 2 – staff area sampling
• Staff areas across the network will be sampled, including:

– Tube

– Bus

– Trams

– Maintenance

– Victoria Coach Station

• The focus will be on the most heavily used staff areas, which can safely 
and effectively be sampled

• Not all staff areas will be sampled but the researchers aim to gain a good 
overview of representative staff areas across different parts of the TfL 
network

• Researchers will take surface swabs from the area being sampled, and will 
run air sampling while doing so to search for any coronavirus in the air

• Each area will be sampled once. If a positive result is found the area will 
be deep-cleaned and a further sampling session scheduled to ensure no 
coronavirus remains.

Phase 2 workstream 1 – results

Experiment date Air sampling Swab sampling

January 2021 Negative 
(no COVID found)

Negative 
(no COVID found)

February 2021 Results pending Results pending

March 2021 Results pending Results pending

April 2021 Results pending Results pending

Phase 2 workstream 2 – results

• This document will be updated with results as they become available






